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PREFACE. 



The small production now humbly offered for the 
perusal of those persons both in Winchester and 
other parts of England, to whom my father was 
known as a Lecturer on History, is the last of his 
works. It was left in my possession by my deceased 
parent, together with the key of the room in which 
all his other printed works and writings were, with 
a solemn charge to do my duty. The room being 
an apartment in my brother's house, I gave the key 
to him, only requesting a copy of each of those works, 
the title-pages of which, I annex to this publication. 
I trust, I have not neglected my duty by waiting a 
twelve-month, to see what would arise from any 
efforts my brother has made ; finding nothing has 
transpired, through which persons are led to reflect 
on the character of my father's productions, I now, 
humbly depending on the Almighty for guidance and 
protection, and, in obedience to my dying parent's 
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command, use every possible means to effect this 
end. 

I am well aware, that many persons may ask, "what 
do you imagine is in your father's works to entitle 
them to so much attention?" To this, I answer, 
that I do not merely believe, but I am fully assured, 
they are of the highest importance to the country 
at large ; and, however disregarded now, time and 
events will prove the fact. 

My father has, for the last forty years, been made 
the means of warning his country of approaching 
calamity, and calling it to repentance. After a life 
through which he was universally respected for 
sincere piety and unblemished integrity, at seventy 
years of age, is taken away, while still holding in his 
hand his last appeal to his countrymen! A circum- 
stance which verified his own words in one of his 
prior publications. " In the service of God and my 
country, I not only hope to live, but also to die." 

My father left Amesbury, Tuesday, April 9th, 
hoping to reach Chichester, and with the money he 
might obtain through his lectures there, to publish 
his last completed work,"The Time !" But overcome 
Avith cold and exertion, he was taken ill at Winches- 
ter on the following day. No part of my father's 
family knew of his illness till the following Monday 
morning, when I received a letter from Mr. Mayo, 
written to me by my father's desire. I set off im- 
mediately for Winchester, and reached the bed-side 
of my beloved and revered parent, in the hospital 
to which he had been removed, on the evening of 
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the same day. Through the kindness of the gover- 
nors of the institution, I was permitted to remain in 
the house with him. On the next day, (Tuesday) 
we partook together of the sweetest comfort of the 
expiring christian — the blessed sacrament, when my 
father emphatically observed to me, — "My dear 
Caroline, I do not wish to put a greater burthen on you 
than you are able to bear, but do your duty ; not with 
coldness and reserve, but with that energy and prompti- 
tude which is a credit to you." I am speaking on a 
solemn subject, and have stated exactly my father's 
words. Wednesday morning, about eleven o'clock, 
my father died, while I was kneeling in fervent prayer 
by his bed-side. My brother, walked all Thursday 
through a pouring rain, but alas, arrived only to 
view the rigid features of the dead. The following 
Friday we accompanied our dear parent's remains 
to Amesbury, where they now lie interred, beside 
those of our beloved mother. 

Ingratitude is a crime so black, that I believe no 
person will ever willingly acknowledge himself guilty 
of it. If ingratitude towards our fellow creatures 
be so hateful, what must ingratitude deserve when 
shown towards the Almighty Author of all good ? 
It pleased the Merciful Disposer of all things, to 
grant my fervent prayer, in permitting me to receive 
the last breath of both my beloved but afflicted 
parents. The experience of my life has been such, 
that I may exclaim with the Psalmist, " what shall I 
render unto the Lord, for all the benefits that he 
hath done unto me." Psalm cxvi., 12. Not that I 
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lay any claim to superior righteousness — far, very 
far from it. Our Redeemer declares " whosoever 
cloth not bear his cross, and come after me, cannot 
be my disciple." Luke xiv., 2J. But such an one 
will find that his spiritual enemy has so thickly strewn 
his path with snares and temptations, that he will 
be utterly unable to pursue his course, but through 
an entire dependance on the Almighty Author of all 
wisdom, safety, and strength. When I hung over 
my beloved father in. tears, and exclaimed, "my dear 
father, how much you suffer," his reply was, " and 
who does not deserve to suffer ?" If this was the 
acknowledgement of a man who had spent his life 
in the service of his Creator— who shall say they 
merit the mercies they experience ? Both my parents 
and myself, have had infinite reason to bow down in 
adoring love at our Redeemer's feet. The only proof 
I can offer of the sincerity of my gratitude is, trust- 
ing in God for protection and help, to do my duty 
with all my heart and soul. 

I beg it may be understood, that these observations 
are addressed to christians only. The infidel and 
blasphemer will be able to estimate the value of 
their own doctrines when it is their lot to be tried 
in the furnace of affliction. 

I most humbly entreat that I may not give offence 
by speaking on subjects, which, through the scriptu- 
ral knowledge imparted to me by my father, appear 
to me in a very different light to that which they do 
to the generality of the world. 

There are manyevents of avery remarkable charac- 



ter, which have occurred during the past year, 1839. 
To one of the most important, I humbly beg per- 
mission to draw the attention of the reader— Me 
circumstances connected -with the late rebellion at New- 
port, in Monmouthshire. 

The convulsions and appearances of nature in the 
early part of September, 1839, were of a very awful 
character. The following is an account of an earth- 
quake felt in Monmouthshire, on either the first, or 
the eighth of that month. 

" A considerable portion of Monmouthshire felt a 
" severe shock of an earthquake, on Sunday morn- 
_ ^ " in &- Tne weather for some days previously had 
" been stormy and unseasonable, the rain continued 
" t0 fal1 in torrents, frequently accompanied by gusts 
% of wind that sometimes rose to the violence of a 
" hurricane. On Saturday evening, peals of thunder 
" were heard, but towards night, all became calm and 
" st i n > and many felicitated themselves that a change 
" for the better was at hand ; the calm was, however, 
^ " deceptious, and foreboded that which is of rare oc- 
" currence in this Island. The rain fell in torrents 
" occasionally; about midnight, and at half-past one 
" o'clock, a violent rocking of the earth was felt, 
"which lasted several seconds, instantly succeeded 
" by a sound like the voices of many cannons, awaking 
v " the terrified slumber ers from repose. In the first 
" moment of alarm, few had the remotest idea that 
" the shock was produced by an earthquake, the 
" general impression being, that some dreadful ex- 
plosion had taken place, and that the houses were 
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" about to fall on the heads of the inmates. Pale 
" fear overcame the nervous and timid, doubt and 
" amazement over the more bold and confident : all, 
" however, were instantly out of bed, but undecided 
« as to what steps were to be taken. A few mo- 
« ments reflection only, was necessary to reassure 
" them, the greater portion betook themselves to 
" slumber again, but not a few continued to watch 
« till morning dawned. On Sunday, the earthquake 
« of the preceding night, formed the topic of con- 
« versation, and many exaggerated accounts were 
" in circulation, which had their origin in the excite- 
« ment of feeling produced by the awful and unusual 
" incident. No accident occurred, that we have 
« heard of, although we have had communications 
« from every part of the County." Weekly Dispatch, 
Sunday, September 15th, 1839. 

On the third of the same month, the aspect of the 
heavens, as viewed from the metropolis of the 
British Empire, was of so awful a character as to 
induce many persons to inquire — what the circum- 
stances were, to which the Almighty intended to direct 
our attention, by so wonderful a display in the firma- 
ment. The following account of this occurrence is 
copied from the Weekly Dispatch, of September 
8th, 1839. 

« Between the hours of ten, on Tuesday night, 
« and three o'clock on Wednesday morning, in the 
" heavens were observed, one of the most magni- 
" ficent specimens of those extraordinary phenome- 
" non, the falling stars and northern lights, ever 
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" witnessed for many years past. The first indi- 
" cation of this singular phenomenon was about 
" ten minutes before ten o'clock, when a light 
<c crimson vapour rose from the northern portion of 
" the hemisphere, and gradually extended to the 
" centre of the heavens, and by ten o'clock, or a 
" quarter past, the whole, from east to west was one 
" sheet of light : it had a most alarming appearance, 
" and was exactly like that occasioned by a terrific 
" fire ; the light varied considerably ; at one time it 
" seemed to fall, and directly after rose with intense 
" brightness. There were to be seen mingled with 
" it, volumes of smoke, which rolled over and over, 
— \ " and every beholder seemed convinced that it was 

" a tremendous conflagration. ' The consternation 
« " in the Metropolis was very great, thousands of 

" persons were seen running in the direction of the 
" supposed awful catastrophe. The engines belong- 
" ing to the fire brigade stations in Baker-street, 
" Farringdon-street, Watling-street, and Waterloo- 
" road, and likewise those belonging to the West of 
" England station, — in fact, every engine in London 
" was horsed, and galloped after the supposed scene of 
" destruction with more than or dinary energy , folloioed 
" by carriages, horsemen, and vast mobs. Some of 
" the engines proceeded as far as Highgate and 
" Holloway, before the error was discovered. These 
" appearances lasted for two hours, and towards 
" morning the spectacle became one of more gran- 
" deur. At two o'clock on Wednesday morning, 
" the phenomenon presented a most gorgeous scene, 
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" and one very difficult to describe. The whole of 
" London was illuminated as light as at noon-day, and 
" the atmosphere ivas remarkably clear ; the southern 
" hemisphere at the time mentioned, although un- 
" clouded, was very dark ; but the stars, which 
" were innumerable, shone beautifully. The oppo- 
" site side of the heavens presented a singular, but 
"magnificent contrast; it was clear to the ex- 
% treme, and the light very vivid ; there was a 
" continual succession of meteors, which varied in 
" splendour : they apparently formed in the centre 
" of the heavens, and spread till they seemed to 
" burst ; the effect was electrical : myriads of small 
" stars shot out over the horizon, and darted with that 
" swiftness towards the earth, that the eye could 
" scarcely follow the track; they seemed to burst 
% almost, and threw a, dark crimson vapour over the 
" entire hemisphere : the colours were the most 
" magnificent that ever were seen. At half-past two 
" o'clock, the spectacle changed to darkness, which, 
" on dispersing, displayed a luminous rainbow in 
" the zenith of the heavens, and round the ridge of 
" darkness that overhung the southern portion of 
" the country : soon after, columns of silvery light 
" radiated from it; they increased wonderfully, inter- 
" mingled amongst crimson vapour, which formed 
" at the same time, and when at full height, the 
" spectacle ivas begond all imagination. Stars were 
" seen darting about in all directions, and continued 
" until four o'clock, when all died away. During 
" the time that they lasted, a great many persons 
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" assembled on the bridges across the River Thames, 
" where they had a commanding view of the heavens, 
" and watched the progress of the phenomenon at- 
" tentively." 

The night of the fourth, of the the succeeding 
November, was chosen by the enemies of ourcoun- 
V try, for the rise of a wide-spread but secretly organ- 
ized rebellion. A vast number of deluded men 
were stimulated to take possessioti of the town of 
Newport, not in the face of day, when the Inhabitants 
might have some opportunity of defending them- 
selves ; but when they were securely slumbering in 
their beds, an easy prey to the assassin and incen- 
I I diary. Having obtained possession of the town, 

they were to destroy the means of communication 
> with other parts of the country; while the non- 

arrival of the usual coaches was the pre-concerted 
signal for that portion of the Inhabitants who had 
engaged in the same daring enterprize — to rise in 
rebellion against all order, religion, and government. 
Had this plot been permitted to succeed, how many, 
now comparatively peaceful towns, might have been 
laid in ashes ? How much blood might have been 
spilled? and what tremendous distress produced by 
the stoppage of trade and manufactories. 

But what were the circumstances through which 
this diabolical scheme was rendered abortive? Was 
it the prudence or foresight of man? — did wealth or 
arms effect it? — was it not the merciful goodness of 
God alone, in sending such a deluge of rain as pre- 
vented the deluded multitudes collecting in a body 
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so soon as was intended ; and when at length the 
rebels entered the town, when the Inhabitants had 
been apprised of their danger, what was the force 
they were enabled to muster to repel the attack ? 
Fifty or sixty soldiers, with the brave Mayor of New- 
port at their head, yet this handful of men were made 
the means of putting many thousands to fight! Sure- 
ly, in this instance, the words of the prophet were 
exemplified : " hoiv should one chase a thousand, and 
two put ten thousand to flight, except their rock had 
sold them, and the Lord had shut them up ?" Deut. 
xxxii., 30. The convulsions of nature preceding the 
attack upon Newport, and the circumstances attend- 
ing its preservation, appear to me to be a most 
momentous appeal to the christians of England, 
directing them to look to God alone for protection, 
and to his unerring word for comfort and direction : 
under those afflicting circumstances in which His 
providence may, for a short season, see fit to place 
them. If we reflect on the character of last sum- 
mer, we shall find the whole course of it marke d 
by the occurrence of tremendous storms and tem- 
pests, which, together with the heavy rains in autumn, 
destroyed a vast quantity of the produce of the earth. 
It is true, France and Ireland have shared in the 
same calamities. When judgement begins with the 
chosen of God, let not those who are permitted to 
afflict her think they will escape. 

This present spring, there is a most dreadful dis- 
ease prevalent among cattle. " Will that Almighty, 
that merciful Saviour, who has declared that the 
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comfort and preservation, even of the brute creation 
are regarded by their omnipotent Creator. Matt, 
x., 29. Will He, who wept at the grave of Laza- 
rus He, who shed tears over Jerusalem, cut short 

the means His providence has ordained for the sup- 
port of our animal existence, but with the merciful 
intention of bringing us to repentance ? May His 
grace, co-operating with our experience, lead us to 
Him, the source of all wisdom, safety, and strength ; 
while we exclaim with the sinking apostle, " Lord, 
save us." Matt, xiv., 30. 

It was my father's intention, had his life been 
prolonged, to have made known the application of 
the 59th chapter of Isaiah to the concerns of England. 
In some of his latest lectures on history, speaking of 
the state of our country at the present time, he held 
forth to his hearers the awful admonition of the 
prophet. "According to their deeds, accordingly He 
will repay ■ fury to His adversaries, recompense to His 
enemies; to the Islands He will repay recompense, so 
shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, 
and His glory from the rising of the sun." Let the 
dark emissary of the Romish church, or the daring 
infidel wrest from England, if they can, the assurance 
of Divine mercy contained in the following verses: 

« WHEN THE ENEMY SHALL COME IN LIKE A FLOOD, 
THE SPIRIT OP THE LORD SHALL LIFT UP A STAND- 
ARD against him. And the Redeemer shall come to 
Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in 
Jacob, saith the Lord. As for me this is my covenant 
with them, saith the Lord ; my spirit that is upon thee, 
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ami my words which I have pat in thy mouth, shall not 
depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy 
seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the 
Lord, from henceforth and for ever." Isaiah lix., 18, 
19, 20, 21. 

That beloved, that highly favoured country, which 
has so fearfully transgressed the pure doctrines that 
she professes to uphold, in the articles and homilies 
of her church, as to deserve the names of Sodom 
and Egypt, (Rev. xu, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13.) may 
indeed receive at the hand of God the recompense 
of her iniquity, but her penitent sons will find mercy 
through their Almighty Saviour, and be made the 
blessed means of proclaiming His Gospel through 
the vast regions of the East. 

The affairs of India and Turkey at the present time 
appear to me, to offer subjects for the most interest- 
ing reflection. Tn the latter, we see the gradual 
decline of the Turkish Power, preparatory to ,the 
re-establishment of the Jews, when " the times of 
the Gentiles be fulfilled. " Luke xxi., 24. And the 
sixth Angel poured out His vial upon the great river 
Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that 
the way of the kings of the East might be prepared." 
Rev. xvi., 12. In India, we behold a power strength- 
ened by God, to dispense the Gospel through the 
immensely populous regions of Asia. Have we not 
lately seen the British Government in India, made 
to triumph over all her enemies? What immense 
stores of warlike implements have been delivered into 
her hands. Go forth and conquer. But how many 1 
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Englishmen here, h ;ive held the Bible in one hand, 
and the balances of deceit and fraud in the other ? 
Is it not an awful lesson to the professed Christians 
of India, to see thousands of the degenerate popula- 
tion of that country, swept off by a tremendous hur- 
ricane and inundation, in the course of a few hours, 
into the awful regions of eternity? But the scrip- 
tures of truth declare, that the terrific sufferings of 
the mother country, shall teach her colonics to "fear 
the name of the Lord." Isaiah lix., 19. Then will 
they go forth to the surrounding climes — not as sor- 
did merchants, content to barter all for gold, but as 
the faithful servants of the Most High, and their 
"feci shod with the preparation of the Gospel of 
Peace." Ephesians vi., 15. 

I cannot conclude without expressing a grateful 
sense of the kind patronage, so often given to my 
late father, by the inhabitants of Winchester. I 
have no pecuniary motive in what I now do; having 
most earnestly endeavoured to discharge my duty, 
I trust, that through the instruction of youth, the 
Almighty Disposer of all things will enable me to 
obtain the little that is needful during my pilgrimage 
here. 
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The publication of the following considerations 
was occasioned by a sermon preached in the parish 
church of Blandford, Dorsetshire, on Sunday the 
16th September, 1838, in which the attention of the 
congregation was directed to the great abundance 
of the harvest of that year. This, as might justly 
be expected, was attributed to the merciful goodness 
of God ; but without any consideration of existing 
circumstances, as accordant with this manifestation 
of divine goodness. That the years immediately 
preceding it, were very far from affording a prece- 
dent on which to ground a hope, that we should 
experience such favour, will appear but too abun- 
dantly from a review of their character. 

This, though the primary object of the present 
undertaking, it may be of service to introduce by 
a brief review of that terrific affliction, which had pre- 
viously prevailed for thirteen years together, with 
the intervention of only three years, the cholera. 
A statement of this, I shall copy from two sermons, 
preached in the parish church of Kirby-le-Soken, 
in the county of Essex, on Sunday the 20th October, 
1833, by the Rev. W. Burgess, B. D. 
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" ft is well' known that this sad disease has been 
" of a nature, which has, in most instances, baffled 
" all human skill. It has been well described as " the 
" pestilence that walketh in darkness," (Psalm xci., 
" 6.) for it has seemed to disregard all the light 
" which the most eminent talent and wisdom of 
" man has brought to bear on the discovery of disease, 
" and the application of remedies. It is equally 
" well known, that this pestilence has been permitted 
" by the inscrutable mystery of Divine Providence, 
" to commit vast ravages in various parts of our 
" world, through a space of about fifteen years past ; 
" during which period, it has, according to the calcu- 
" lations of those who have given much attention to 
" the subject, probably swept from off this earth 
" into the awful regions of eternity, not less than 
" fifty millions of the human family. No authentic 
" record of former times could probably be found of 
" devastation to an equal extent within a similar 
" period ! During the fourteenth century a disease 
" somewhat resembling the one which has recently 
" appeared, swept off great multitudes of people, not 
" only in England, but in various other parts of the 
" world, both christian and heathen, attended with 
" very dreadful miseries, and not sparing even cattle ; 
" but the ravages of this devastation were not calcu- 
" lated to extend beyond twenty-five, or thirty 
" millions." 

From the best information which has been obtained, 
it appears that the angel of death, first commenced 
his recent work of desolation on the banks of the 
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Ganges, one of the large rivers of India, the object 
of much superstitious veneration, and idolatrous 
worship of vast multitudes of the inhabitants of that 
extensive country. There, about the month of 
August, fifteen years past, at Jessore, about a hun- 
dred miles from Calcutta, the pestilence arose; 
spreading from village to village, and destroying 
thousands of the inhabitants; it reached Calcutta 
early in September, thence extending itself, depopu- 
lating many large cities, and driving numbers of 
their inhabitants to seek a precarious shelter on other 
spots, multitudes of victims marked its desolating 
power. From these scenes of awful destruction, the 
angel of death took his flight across the burning 
plains of India, traversing the peninsula from east 
to west, with awful rapidity. As he passed over the 
fields of idolatry, and particularly where vast multi- 
tudes were accustomed to pay their homage to, and 
join in the abominable rites attached to the worship 
of the celebrated idol, Juggernaut, — millions drop- 
ped at his feet, as he progressively advanced in his 
march of desolation, and thus proclaimed the power 
of the eternal Jehovah, over all the imaginary gods 
of the heathen. Thence, passing on, he entered 
Persia, and there, laid whole cities prostrate — in the 
silence of death, and reduced others to a sad diminu- 
tion of their inhabitants. In fourteen days, from 
fifteen to eighteen thousand fell beneath his power, 
in Bassora, a city at the head of the Persian Gulph, 
on the river Euphrates ; from thence taking his 
course to the city of Bagdad, the bustle of its busi- 
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ness soon gave way to the more solemn business of 
burying the dead ; the streets were no longer the 
scene of busy traffic, and were only disturbed by 
the passing funeral, or by the piteous cries of infants, 
or of children who were left destitute of home, 
parents, or friends ; and when at length it pleased 
God to stay the hand of the destroying Angel, it 
• was found, that out of eighty thousand human beings, 
not more than twenty-five thousand survived. At 
Hillah, he made the city desolate ; after ten thousand 
had fallen victims to his mighty power, scarcely a 
soul was left to tell of his visitation. Ascending the 
Euphrates, and diverging to the right and left, as 
further victims waited his approach, he passes on 
the one side into Arabia, and there lays waste the 
chiefly reputed cities of the Mahomedan superstition, 
Mecca and Medina ; making his visit just at the time 
when all the pilgrims were assembled, and summon- 
ing fifty thousand to appear in the presence of God. 
Taking Asia Minor and Egypt in his way, his pro- 
gress is marked by the same awful visitation. Alex- 
andria, Cairo, and Smyrna, yield up each their hun- 
dreds daily at his call. Thence on the other side of 
the Euphrates, he takes his flight towards the shores 
of the Caspian Sea, and fixes his abode at Astracan; 
there, as a resident eye-witness states, "business of 
every kind was at a stand ; the bank suspended its 
operations ; in the bazaar, not a whisper was to be 
heard ; the moral pests, the scene of iniquity, were 
abandoned ; and a general gloom spread over the 
countenances of the few solitary individuals who 
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were to be seen walking through the streets ; on 
one day, five hundred ; on another, four hundred and 
eighty passed to their common grave : till six thous- 
and from within the city had closed their earthly 
career, and ten thousand had fled to endure inde- 
scribable hardships, in the distant hope of escaping 
from a death, which quickly followed their weary 
steps." 

Previous to this visit, it had been thought that hot 
climates only, were subject to this destructive pesti- 
lence ; but now, as if to mark most decidedly, that 
neither heat nor cold could have any effect in retard- 
_ H ing the progress of the messenger of the Lord ; he 

enters the Russian Empire, and stretches his wing 

> of death over Poland : pursues his flight to the 
capital of Turkey, there, lending his aid to the 
accomplishment of the scriptures of truth, foretelling 
the wasting of the strength of this once mighty 
empire ; * he travels on through the states of Ger- 
many, smiting the capitals of Austria and Prussia 

-H V on his way; he arrives at length on the coast, and 

fixes his station in the town of Hamburgh ; there, 
for a while he seems to pause, as if he was waiting 

, „ for instructions as to whence he should bend his 

course, whether to the capital of France, or the 
shores of privileged England. He is commissioned 

> to visit both, but how different his visits ; there, in 
the very seat of proud infidelity, he works and spares 
not, as if he would compel the scoffer to shudder 

* Eev. xvi., 12. 
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before his irresistable power ; here, as if he saw 
suspended over our favoured Isle the shield of sove- 
reign mercy, he seems loath to smite. At first, he 
touches but the extremity of the land, takes but 
comparatively few, thence he slowly moves on, here - 
and there making manifest his power, as at Bilston, 
where the cases amounted to 3,568, and the deaths 
to 742, in little more than a month." As if to show 
it was in no degree diminished, till at length he 
reaches our great metropolis ; and even there, though 
numbers greater than ever will be accurately known, 
passed at his bidding into the world of spirits ; yet, 
how lew, compared with the vast population of that 
celebrated city — how few, compared with the multi- 
tudes who daily provoke the Lord to anger by their 
rebellions against His law, and contempt of His 
gospel. He seems but to have waited, and reluct- 
antly executed the solemn charge given to him, till 
he excited the slumbering nation to arouse from its 
apathy and bestir itself, and call upon the God it 
professes to worship ; and then he appears to have 
yielded a willing obedience to the Divine command, 
" It is enough, stay now thine hand." * 

Awful indeed is the contemplation of such a visi- 
tation from our God : few, we trust, can be so hard- 
ened as not to regard it as such — the nation professed 
so to do, by a day of public humiliation ;f and now 
the evil being, we trust, removed, the nation offers 

* 2 Samuel, xxi?., 1G. 
f March 21st, 1832, a day kept with peculiar solemnity throughout 
the land; 
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her public thanks to God, for His gracious dealings 
. with her, and for His merciful deliverance. 

In reference to this destructive visitation, the 
Quarterly Review observes, " In the fourteen years 
in which the cholera has raged, 1-6 of the inhabi- 
tants of India have been carried off; 1-3 of those 
dwelling in Arabia ; 1-6 in Persia; 1-4 in Mesopo- 
tamia; 1-5 in Armenia; 1-10 in Syria; 1-20 in 
Russia. In India, during the Avhole fourteen years 
of its continuance, it has cut off about two millions 
and a half, annually ; in the whole, about twenty- 
six millions : thus, 55 millions have perished of a 
disease, which in 181/, existed only in a. few spots 
of the presidency of Bengal." 

Here, no mention is made of the prevalence of 
this calamity in England, though much more extend- 
ed, than is generally supposed. The divine, whose 
sermons I have quoted, mentions its ravages at 
Bilston. At Tipton, situated between this place 
and Dudley, it commenced on the 26th of June, 
1831, more than a month before it began at Bilston, 
and cut off 300 persons in six weeks, and after that, 
280 in three weeks. Its prevalence in our metropo- 
lis was for a time truly terrific, particularly in the 
neighbourhood of Drury-Lane: though the policy 
of the time sought to suppress the knowledge of it 
as much as possible. 

After a lapse of only four years, the terrific judge- 
ment of the cholera was succeeded by another 
especial appeal of Almighty- power, which has - con- 
tinued to the present time. Till very lately, with 
the exception of the Jews, there was scarcely any 
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religious Establishment in England that did not 
profess itself to be christian. The only adequate 
criterion of christian character is founded on the 
authority of the New Testament. In this production, 
the atonement for sin is made in the sacrafice of 
Jesus of Nazareth, as the son of God: this, the 
christian establishment of the church of England 
commemorates in the service which is appointed for 
easter. Another occurrence particularly noticed by 
this establishment, is the birth of our Saviour, as 
observed at Christmas. The third, and only additi- 
onal one which I shall here notice, is the descent of 
the Holy Ghost, at the period which we call Whit- 
suntide : these are the most prominent marks of 
Divine favour which occur in the establishment of 
Christianity. Let us now notice the attendant cir- 
cumstances of, these occurrences, in the years 1836 
and 1837. 

There is no event of the christian world so highly 
important as that which is perpetuated in the obser- 
vance of easter. It is with this, in a religious sense, 
that we may be said to commence our year ; to bring 
to view, the benefits resulting from the inestimable 
manifestation of Divine mercy ; to survey our Re- 
deemer's triumph over death, and ascention into 
heaven, where he received at the hand of his Almigh- 
ty Father, dominion over all things, both in heaven 
and in earth. Within the memory of man, there 
used to be no portion of the year more pleasant and 
delightful than that which succeeded the discharge 
of this christian duty. Generally speaking, since 
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the awful event of the French Revolution, in 1790, 
its character may be said to have been almost re- 
versed ; but on no occasion in a more remarkable 
manner than in the easter of 1836 : in this year, 
its commencement on ash-wednesday was intro- 
duced by a very cold wind from the north-east, so 
severe as to occasion an influenza, which proved 
fatal to many persons. That severity of weather 
should precede easter, to prepare the minds of 
christians for a due celebration of its momentous 
duties, may justly be regarded as a mark of goodness 
on the part of the Almighty Governor of all things, 
when succeeded by a mild and temperate season ; but" 
when, instead of such a benefit, we experience no- 
thing but a continuation of afflicting cold, can it be 
said to bespeak a favourable reception of christian 
duty on this most important occasion ? 

Were this character of easter the only circum- 
stance calculated to attract our attention amongst 
the events of the year 1836, it might be expected to 
be passed over in silence. But let us advance from 
the period of spring to' that of summer, when the 
vegetable world is preparing to yield its produce for 
the support and comfort of human existence ; and 
what is then the aspect of nature on the 5th of July, 
but the most terrific which has been experienced 
within the memory of man. On the evening of this 
day, the labouring elements flashed with that terrific 
appearance which seemed to forebode the destruction 
even of the universe itself ; this was succeeded by 
a storm of thunder, lightning, and hail, the last of 
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which, spread its destructive effects far and near — 
such was its violence, as in many instances to deso- 
late the earth. The provisions for artificial garden- 
ing were made a wreck in almost all parts of England, 
and nothing was to be seen at the time, but dismay 
in the countenances of those who beheld the awful 
visitation. 

This, we might be led to hope, would fill up the 
measure of suffering for one year, as demonstrative 
of the destructive evils to which human nature is 
subject. But in passing on to the 28th and 29th of 
the succeeding November, we are again assailed by 
a storm of wind, which destroyed almost everything 
that was opposed to its fury ; rendering roads im- 
passable by the trees, which in many places it rooted 
up, unroofing houses, throwing down the pinnacles 
of churches, transforming the busy thoroughfares of 
trade into scenes of wretchedness, attended by the 
shrieks of terrified females, under the apprehension 
of destruction, from stacks of chimneys which were 
being continually thrown down by the impetuosity 
of the tempest : this terrible storm spread the coasts 
with wrecks, and was regarded as nearly equal in 
fury to the most violent hurricane. 

The succeeding month of December, proved for 
the most part remarkably mild, and hopes were 
entertained of a happy commemoration of that occur- 
rence, in which, even a host of angels were made to 
announce the coming of the promised Messiah, in 
that joyful declaration, " Peace on earth, good will 
towards men." But what was the aspect of things 
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when that peaceful day arrived, but a scene more 
afflicting than the occurrences even of July and 
November? A terrific drift of snow, not of the 
character of snow in general, consisting of expanded 
aerial flakes, but a kind of fine hail, driven with the 
utmost violence by a north-east wind, and forming- 
drifts in many instances to the height of from 8 to 
14 feet : thus giving to this day of peace, an aspect 
of horror. The effects which resulted from it were 
truly appalling. The ordinary communications from 
place to place were stopped in all parts of England. 
The drifts, in many instances were so extended that 
many hundreds of persons were employed in digging 
out the coaches and other vehicles which were stuck 
fast in them. So severe was the attendant cold, 
that- many travellers, impeded in their progress, 
were frozen to death. The busy scene of commer- 
cial intercourse was completely at a stand. Bills 
were in vain presented for payment ; the non-arrival 
of the ordinary means of communication put an 
entire stop to these money transactions, and England, 
for a time, bore the aspect of a Siberian desert. It 
was, in some instances, a week or more before a 
communication could be re-opened by the most 
indefatigable exertions. The distress of persons on 
account of the non-arrival of their relatives was 
extreme. The circumstances of these relations were 
no less afflicting : women and children pent up in 
immoveable vehicles for several hours together in 
the benumbing cold, whilst efforts were making to 
clear a way for their progress. Horses dying in 
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cavities into which they had fallen. Even the 
anxious visitor, to celebrate nuptial union at the 
peaceful period of Christmas, was arrested in his 
course, and made to wait the tiresome progress of 
arduous exertion, though commanding the utmost 
wealth. By nothing, for a time could the concerns 
of a civilized and commercial country be more com- 
pletely overwhelmed. The communications in popu- 
lous towns were obstructed in a degree but little 
inferior to those in the open country. Endeavours 
for obtaining a subsistence out of doors, on the part 
of the labouring community were rendered ineffec- 
tual, and the distress arising from it was in many 
instances very great. The coasts were strewed 
with wrecks, from the extreme violence of the wind, 
and nothing for a time was apparent in the aspect 
of England but appalling calamity. Such was the 
state of our country at the period of Christmas, 1836, 
and it was not till the 3rd and 4th of the ensuing- 
January, that this terrific aspect of nature began to 
clear away. 

Accompanying this cessation of the commercial 
character of England, was the prevalence of an influ- 
enza, more terrific in its destructive attack than even 
the cholera — a disease which fell in a very remarkable 
manner upon the heads of families, many of them 
of high distinction, leaving their afflicted offspring 
in grievous lamentation for their loss. As if to bear 
testimony to so awful a sacrafice, on Tuesday and 
Wednesday the 17th and 18th of January, about 
mid-day, our metropolis was visited by a " thick 
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darkness," the more remarkable, as being accom- 
panied by none of the peculiarities of fog. On the 
former of these days in particular, from half-past 
twelve o'clock till a little after one, the darkness in 
Fleet-street and its neighbourhood was almost as 
intense as at midnight, when neither moon nor stars 
are visible. The effect was quite awful, the light in 
in the streets being supplied by the candles or gas 
lights in the shops. The prevailing darkness filled 
the minds of many with fearful forebodings, and 
struck with gloom, even the bold and frivolous : so 
great was the mortality which prevailed at this woe- 
ful period, that on Sunday the 22nd of January, a 
thousand funerals are supposed to have taken place 
in the metropolis. Nothing short of an interposi- ' 
tion of Divine judgment, which would render a 
country almost desolate, could be said to exceed 
such a series of awful experience in so short a time. 

The easter of 1837, like that of the preceding- 
year, was characterized by the prevalence of cold, 
and that, to such a degree, as entirely to impede the 
progress of agriculture. The succeeding whit-sun- 
day was in most places fine, but marked in our 
metropolis by a most tremendous and fatal thunder 
storm, of which, the following is an account. " On 
the afternoon of whit-sunday, about a quarter past 
three o'clock, the metropolis and contiguous parts 
were visited by an awful thunder storm. It came 
on with a strong wind, from the north-east, and was 
accompanied by rain and hail-stones of great size, 
which did great damage to the green-houses, and so 
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choaked up the gutters of many dwellings, that they 
were soon inundated with water, which, 'as the hail 
melted, found its way through the roofs. The light- 
ning was remarkably vivid, and the peals of thunder 
awfully loud, particularly at Pentonville, Islington, 
and other parts northward. The houses situated in 
White-conduit Fields were shaken to their founda- 
tions. The tempest continued to rage with unabated 
violence for about three quarters of an hour, and 
shortly before four o'clock, a boy, named William 
Welch, who was looking after some cows belonging 
to Mr. Smith, of White-lion street, which were gra- 
zing in an adjacent field, was struck by the electric 
fluid, which proved fatal to him. A cow, and some 
boys near, were struck down by the same flash and 
completely stunned, but shortly afterwards, recover- 
ed." (True Sun, May 2\st.) When we reflect that 
whit-sunday is kept in commemoration of the descent 
of the Holy Ghost, can we contemplate so tremendous 
a storm in our metropolis on this _ sacred day, and 
not connect it in rotation with the other awful and 
afflicting occurrences of the years 1836 and 1837, 
to which our attention has been directed. 

We have now to trace not only a termination of 
this series of calamitous circumstances, but the ex- 
istence of a succeeding state of things directly the 
reverse, and the highly important circumstances 
with which this change has been attended. 

Nothing could be more discouraging than the 
sterile appearance of the earth in the spring of 1837, 
from the prevailing cold. Such was its aspect, that 
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nothing was apprehended but a great deficiency, if 
not a total want, of every vegetable produce of the 
ground. This continued till the 24th of May, the 
day on which our present Sovereign attained the age 
of eighteen years, the period assigned by law on 
which she was qualified to reign. On this day, the 
weather assumed an opposite aspect, fertilization 
succeeded sterility, and an abundant crop ensued, 
very far exceeding, nay, even contrary to every 
expectation which had been formed prior the 
character of the season up to that clay. And has 
not this change in character of season continued 
even to the present time, and the earth been pro- 
ductive of abundance, without any of those extraor- 
dinary calamitous occurrences, with which this 
change of season had been preceded ? If such be the 
fact, let us observe with becoming care and attention, 
the deportment of this our young but most gracious 
Sovereign, not forgetting that the provision by which 
she ascended the throne at eighteen years of age, 
had been brought into existence in the reign of her 
grandfather, King George 3rd : and that this provi- 
sion has been fulfilled in the person of a female, 
though his Majesty's progeny in the male line was re- 
markably numerous. These are circumstances which 
may hereafter be seen to bespeak an interposition of 
Divine Providence, of the most especial kind : for 
as far as difference of sex is concerned, it would 
seem to indicate, that we are now more immediately 
in the hand of God, and may regard any material 
change in our circumstances as proceeding more 
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directly from His Almighty power. 

Scarcely had our most gracious Sovereign attain- 
ed her age of eighteen years, on the 24th of May, 
before she was called upon to exercise the govern- 
ment of our country, on the 20th of the ensuing- 
month. Here is another circumstance of a very 
singular and remarkable kind. The sentiments and 
principles of her Majesty are apparent in the fol- 
lowing declaration on ascending the throne. 

"> The severe and afflicting loss which the nation 
has sustained by the death of his late Majesty, my 
beloved uncle, has devolved upon me the duty of 
administering the government of this empire. This 
awful responsibility is imposed upon me so suddenly, 
and at so early a period of my life, that I should feel 
myself utterly oppressed by the burden, were I not sus- 
tained by the hope that Divine Providence, which has 
called me to this work, will give me strength for the 
performance of it, and that I shall find in the purity 
of my intentions, and in my zeal for the public welfare, 
that support, and those resources which usually belong 
to a more mature age, and to longer experience. 

u I place my firm reliance upon the wisdom of 
parliament, and upon the loyalty and affection of my 
people ; I esteem it also a peculiar advantage, that I 
succeed to a sovereign whose constant regards for 
the rights and liberties of his subjects, and whose de- 
sire to promote the amelioration of the laws and insti- 
tutions of the country, have rendered his name the 
object of general attachment and veneration. Edu- 
cated in England, under the tender and enlightened 
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care of a most affectionate • mother, I have learned 
from my infancy to respect and love the constitution 
of my native country. " 

" It will be my unceasing study to maintain the re- 
formed religion as by law established, securing at the 
same time to all the full enjoyment of religious 
liberty ; and 1 shall steadily protect the rights and 
promote to the utmost of my power the happiness 
and welfare of all classes of my subjects. " 

Here we need but notice more particularly the 
words in Italics, to be fully satisfied of the reliance of 
our most gracious Sovereign, upon the superintending 
Providence of the Almighty Creator and Governor of 
all things. In surveying herself as the ruler of our 
country, she declares that Divine Providence has 
called her to this work, and states her dependance 
upon the same Providence for ability to execute it; 
hoping in the purity of her intentions and in her zeal 
for the public welfare, to fmd that support, and those 
l-esources which usually belong to a more mature 
age, and to longer experience. 

As far as circumstances afford an opportunity of 
judging whether the practice of this our most graci- 
ous Sovereign has been in accordance with her pro- 
fession, there is one very important act which will 
bear the strictest scrutiny — that of her Coronation. 
Were we to be influenced by the. efforts which were 
made to deride and even vilify this proceeding, we 
should regard it as a direct breach of our duty. 

In its most serious point of view, this proceeding 
has been denominated blasphemy. The act of an- 
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nointing, or, in a more common way of expressing 
ourselves, of pouring oil upon the head, has been 
set forth as absurd, not considering its real charac- 
ter, and that as oiL by lubricating and softening, 
renders many things serviceable which would other- 
wise be useless, so, as an external process or figure, 
after the manner of eastern nations, it is poured 
upon the head to signify the influence which the 
spirit of God has upon the mind, in qualifying its 
powers, and ordering and directing its actions. 
Where this has not been explained, I have found 
the absurd remarks which are circulated in some of 
our newspapers to produce the most inconsistent 
and pernicious effects, and tend in a very lament- 
able degree, to promote that spirit of infidelity and 
error which is now becoming so very prevalent in 
our country. Of this, there is no one possessed of 
common sense who will not be fully satisfied when 
they witness the effects which may reasonably be 
expected to result from the proceedings to which 
they are now so vehemently excited. 

Of the stigma intended to be brought upon per- 
sonages employed in the coronation, by the term 
blasphemous, every one duly considerate of the exist- 
ing state of our country cannot but be aware. On 
this subject, I cannot enter, having to do no more 
with this outrageous term than as it maybe suppos- 
ed to relate to our most gracious Sovereign, who, 
in the act of being annointed, as authorized by the 
command of God,* evinced her regard for the sacred 

* 1 Sam, ix., 27 ; x., 1 ; xvi., 13. 1 Kings i., 39, &e. 
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command of the Almighty, in opposition to the 
monstrously extravagant and daring sentiments, 
which were being propagated in opposition to it. 
Under the pecuniary circumstances of the time, in 
omitting the expensive ceremony in Westminster 
Hall, usually attendant on the coronation, our most 
gracious Sovereign realized her zeal for the public 
welfare, nor can any thing be more evident than 
purity of intention in all her acts. 

In reference to this most solemn ceremony, I shall 
introduce an extract from the Salisbury and Win- 
chester Journal, of the 16th of last July. " There 
was an interesting circumstance during the singing 
of the Te Deum, toAvards the close of the ceremony 
of the coronation in the Abbey, which has been 
slightly mentioned in some of the London news- 
papers, but which, as described by a gentleman 
present on the occasion, must have had a very 
striking effect. Just when the choir was singing 
the words, " O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon 
us : as our trust is in thee," the sun, which had 
previously been overcast, burst forth in full splen- 
dour, and a broad stream of light passing through 
the south window, fell strongly on the crown which 
her Majesty then wore, and lighted up the gold and 
the gems which composed it with a brilliancy which 
appeared almost supernatural. The suddenness of 
this appearance, and the striking coincidence of the 
words of the anthem, which was then singing, caused 
a very powerful sensation in the Abbey." 

It may now be asked, was there ever a coronation 
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10 England celebrated with such extended marks of 
beneficence to the poor at large? Was there ever 
a more extended assemblage of the representatives 
of foreign powers, to witness the exaltation of a 
Sovereign of England in the solemn act of corona- 
tion ? Truly may it be said, that on this momentous 
occasion, the Almighty would appear to have stretch- 
ed forth His hand in a most especial manner, to show 
to the whole earth the favour and happiness which 
He is ready to confer on those who are obedient to 
His holy will. From the awful dispensation of 
Divine judgment, as apparent in the events of the 
year 1836, and the early part of 1837, has the Al- 
mighty turned aside to a manifestation of His bene- 
volent kindness no less extraordinary, when our state, 
as a nation could not screen us from destructive 
marks of His anger, were at the times devoted to a 
commemoration of His most especial and inestima- 
blemarks of goodness, and by an especial dispensation 
of His providence, set before us a truly pious and 
uncontaminated Sovereign. But ivho regards these 
manifestations of the irresistable power of the Al- 
mighty ? Do we consider that the name of our most 
gracious Sovereign is Victoria, or apprehend that a time 
may now be come, in which we must either he obedient 
to the Divine will, or fall beneath the terrors of Divine 
judgment. 

But what are the signs of our time ? Let us look- 
back but a few years to that deluded female, Johan- 
nah Southcott, and consider how many manifested a 
confidence in her fallacious pretension. Let us view 
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more recently the numbers that confided in the 
gift of tongues ; and survey at the present moment 
an individual denying the authenticity both of the 
Old and New Testament, and professing to set forth 
a security for human happiness, in which many 
thousands are now placing their trust. Question to 
Mr. Owen, at Leicester, by Mr. Winks, " Does Mr. 
Owen regard the Old and New Testaments as revela- 
tions from God ?" Mr. Owen : " No, I do not." See 
the Moral World, and Manual of Science, for Satur- 
day, August 25th, 1838. If these things are not 
sufficient to manifest our danger, as a reformed 
christian country, let us look more extendedly into 
other existing circumstances. 

Commerce is now esteemed the main security of 
England. But on what occasion did she first become 
possessed of it ? Was it not in the reign of King 
Edward VI. that the Steelyard Company, the mer- 
cantile establishment of the Hanstowns in our 
metropolis was set aside, and England began to 
enter upon the pursuit of commerce ? Has not the 
furtherance of this pursuit been the attendant of her 
character, as a national establishment reformed from 
the see of Rome ever since ? What was she before 
she attained this character, but, with the exception 
of her wars with France, an insignificant vassal of 
the ambitious papacy ? And what is the state of this 
papacy in our own country at the present time ? 
Has it not been increasing in influence ever since 
the humiliation of the nations of the continent of 
Europe by the arms of France ? Look at the num- 

o2 



22 



THE TIME. 



ber of its establishments as they now exist in our 
country, and judge whether there be not a reason- 
able apprehension that commerce, under such a 
change of circumstances, may be about to quit the 
shores of England. If our character as a merchant 
has risen with our national profession, as an es- 
tablishment reformed from the see of Rome, there 
cannot be a stronger indication of the decline of that 
character than the rising prosperity of that power, 
from which the established church of England was 
reformed. 

Such are the signs of the time. But these are not 
all. The endeavour to decry royalty, when its accept- 
ance in the person of our most gracious Sovereign 
is seen to be so amply attested by the interposing 
power of the Almighty, bespeaks the most outrage- 
ous presumption in those who are using such endea- 
vours, and a terrific degeneracy in those who suffer 
their minds to be influenced by it. To as little 
purpose may such daring and monstrous characters 
attempt to stop the motion of our earth ; or pluck 
the moon from her orbit; or seek to injure and 
ruin THAT WHICH is established and upheld by 
God. Such a malicious design will inevitably involve 
the ruin of those who meditate it. It is only need- 
ful to refer to the Weekly Dispatch of October, 
1 838, for proofs of what is here advanced. 

In the same paper, the Weekly Dispatch, of the 
28th of the same month, October, is the following. 
" Suppose, says the Times, " a petition calling 
upon her Majesty to abdicate the imperial crown." 
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" We see no horrors in such a petition : every person 
and all communities who have such a wish, have a 
right to present a petition for the object, and if it 
was the wish of the nation, of course, her Majesty- 
must comply, or submit to much' worse conse- 
quences/' 

Here is a declaration setting the will of the 
Almighty at open defiance. Her Majesty openly de- 
clared to all the world, that Divine providence has 
called her to the throne ; but here we are told, 
that if it were the wish of the nation for her Majesty to 
abdicate the imperial crown, she must either comply 
or submit to much worse consequences. Go, daring 
and blasphemous declaimers, fight with God, and 
see to whom the victory will fall. But what must 
be the state of a nation that will bear to hear such 
monstrous and outrageous assertion? What must 
be the apathy of the higher, and the amazing delu- 
sion of the lower orders of the community ; can 
they do otherwise than apprehend the execution of 
Divine vengeance on a state of wickedness so mon- 
strously great ? 

The terrific increase of papal influence in England 
has at length given birth to a society for a revival 
of the principles of the reformation. This is now 
strenuously maintained, as far as respects the doc- 
trinal parts of religion. But is this enough? Shall 
the reformed establishments of Europe, particularly 
the church of England, content themselves with 
pointing out the ante-christian character of the see 
of Rome ? Are not the awful occurrences of our 
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own day as deserving of regard as the principles out 
of which these occurrences have arisen ? 

Which is the power with which the awful afflic- 
tions of Europe commenced in the year 1790 ? Was 
it not that, which, on the principles of the see of 
Rome, was denominated the most christian ? In 
surveying the sufferings of this in reality most 
ante-christian and offending power, do we not trace 
in them the awful degradation and execution of the 
King and Queen of France, and others of the royal 
family ? Do we not see the clergy and nobles of 
this ante-christian country consigned to the guillo- 
tine or driven into exile by their own fellow country- 
men ? Do we not see that country a prey to the 
most horrible of tyrannies, and the desolating effects 
of civil war ? 

If we seek for the instrument of affliction on all 
the powers of the continent of Europe bearing the 
name of christian, where do we find it ? but on the 
principles of the see of Rome, in the most christian 
country of France. If we follow the bloody steps 
of this setter-up and maintainer of the papacy into 
the very seat of its authority, do we not find the head 
of this abomination consigned to prison and to death; 
its cardinals and priests flying for refuge into the most 
secret recesses, and gnawing their tongues for pain; 
whilst Rome itself, from being the most glittering 
centre of delusion, is turned into a gloomy and woe- 
ful scene of misery. Where, through the whole 
series of affliction on the nations of the continent 
of Europe, since the year 1/90, can we find any 
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sufferings to equal those of France, the setter-up 
and maintainer of the papacy, and those of the 
papacy itself, and can we view these perverters of 
the christian religion gaining such extended influ- 
ence in our own country, and not be apprehensive 
of the tremendous evils which will inevitably arise 
out of it if not suppressed. - 

If we would promote the principles of the refor- 
mation, let us follow the example of the reformers 
themselves, as apparent in the Articles and Homilies 
of our church, where we shall find them declaring, 
in accordance with the language of Divine Revela- 
tion. " If any man worship the beast and his 
image, and receive (his) mark in his forehead, or in 
his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture 
into the cup of his indignation."* In what an 
exact and terrific manner has this been fulfilled in 
our own time. The reformers of the church of 
England did not stop here, but added that which it 
is the incumbent duty of every minister of the re- 
formed church of England, nay, of every member 
of that church, to declare to those deluded multi- 
tudes Avho are now embracing the abominations of 
the see of Rome, that they shall not only drink of 
the wrath of God, as man; ested in the events already 
noticed, but that they " shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, 
and in the presence of the Lamb : and the smoke 
of their torments ascendeth up for ever and ever : and 

* Rev. xiv., 9, 10. 
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they have no rest day nor night, who worship the 
beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the 
mark of his name."* As the temporal calamities 
of the adherents of the see of Rome have been 
fulfilled : so may we rest assured that their spiritual 
calamities will be also. 

The discharge of this solemn and awful duty, 
however arduous it may now appear, is the only 
foundation on which the clergy and members of the 
church of England can look to the Almighty for 
protection, under the troubles which the existing 
state of things would seem to bespeak : for then 
and then alone can they be said to be of the num- 
ber of those " that keep the commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jesus.^f 

Passing by a reference to that terrific scourge, the 
cholera, it has been shewn, that, in the year 1836 
and the early part of 1837, our country was assailed 
by a series of awful afflictions, in the occurrence of 
tremendous storms and tempests, together with the 
prevalence of weather that threatened the destruc- 
tion of the produce of the earth. That these hostile 
occurrences were associated in a very especial man- 
ner with those seasons which mark the commemo- 
ration of the most remarkable interpositions of 
Divine goodness for the welfare of man ; as if, under 
the present degenerate state of our country, when 
the periods of easter, of Christmas, and of whit-sun- 
tide, are either totally unobserved, or celebrated in 
a manner dishonourable to God ; we were regarded 

* Rev, xiv., 10, 11. f Rev. xiv., 12. 
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as undeserving of any further protection and favour 
on the part of the Almighty. 

On the accession of our most gracious Sovereign, 
Queen Victoria, BELOVED OF GOD, these terrific- 
evils were made to cease ; and, as if to testify the 
real character of this our Sovereign, on the day of 
her coronation our country was made to assume the 
aspect of beneficence and christian charity ; and to 
hold forth to all the civilized nations of the earth 
the mercy and goodness which is in store for those 
who are obedient to the will of God. But this inter- 
position of Divine mercy and goodness has its 
allotted period, and we are now again assailed by 
terrific storms, as in the aspect of our metropolis and 
other places on Monday morning the 4th November. 

In considering the signs of the time, there are 
none so terrific as the disposition of the people of 
England to accede to any principles of religion that 
may start up, particularly those of the papacy, the 
prevalence of which, is the strongest indication 
possible of the decline of their commercial character. 
A propensity no less dishonourable to God is their 
habit of attributing the success which has attended 
their exertions in war to their naval and military 
commanders, rather than to the superintending pro- 
vidence of the Almighty. Let any one travel through 
England, and he will find that there is scarcely a 
city or town eminent for merchandize or manufac- 
ture in which this is not conspicuous in the statues 
and public monuments which are erected to their 
memories. Does this originate with the people or 
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with the commanders of their armies and navies ? 
Did not the great Nelson declare after his victory 
of the Nile, "God has given victory to Nelson?" 
Did not the distinguished Wellington exclaim in 
the Battle of Waterloo, " would to God the night or 
Blucher were here ! " Are not these instances suffi- ^ 
cient to testify that the habit of attributing victory 
to man without a becoming consideration of a super- 
intending providence, originates with the people of 
England, not with their distinguished commanders? 
There are times in which, if we regard not the out- 
stretched arm of God, all other trust will be to our con- 
fusion. When every nation of the continent of Europe 
claiming the name of christian, had been successive- * ,r \ 
ly afflicted or humbled through the instrumentality ■ 
of France, how was the leader of this afflicting power 
made at length to resign himself up to England, 
whose destruction he had continually sought ? And 
are we as a people duly considerate of so wonderful a 
manifestation of Divine Power in our behalf? 

If we place our security in merchandize and riches, 
were these subordinate instruments of good suffici- 
ent to preserve even a remnant of Tyre ? What has 
become of Carthage, which held the dominion of the 
sea, as far as it was then known, for 600 years? 
To what has Alexandria been brought, the once 
great emporium of commerce? What is now the « 
condition of Venice, Genoa, and the once free states 
of Italy? Are not the commercial Hanstowns of 
the Baltic sunk into obscurity ? And shall England 
feel a confidence in her commerce when her people 
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are throwing themselves by multitudes into the 
arms of the great perverter of the christian religion ? 
Who, of all the once great and populous nations of 
Asia, are now preserved in existence, but those 
descendants of righteous Abraham, who were ap- 
pointed to uphold the revealed will of God in the 
tables of the decalogue ? And is England, who has 
been trained up to the knowledge of the truth now 
become so blind, so outrageously daring as to be 
indifferent to her national character, as an establish- 
ment reformed from the iniquitous see of Rome ? 
If ever calamity may be said to be foreshewn in the 
conduct of any power upon earth, it is in that of 
England at the present moment. The time will in- 
evitably come in which the truth or fallacy of what I 
now say will be made apparent. 

I am sorry that pecuniary matters will not allow 
me at present to take a more extended view of the 
concerns of England in reference to her state at the 
present time, as well as those of the world at large : 
for never has there been a period since the awful event 
of the flood, so critical and pregnant with great events 
as that in which it is our own lot to live. The nature 
of these events may be understood with the utmost 
certainty. This I can declare on indisputable au- 
thority: for the study of History, both sacred and 
profane has been the primary object of my life, 
the knowledge of which, as circumstances made 
necessary, I have extended in the way of lectures, 
through various parts of England for the last twelve 
years. 
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The views of the papacy are well known ; they 
are those of unlimited power under the most gross 
perversion of the christian religion ; nor will any 
thing satisfy its desires but the destruction of the 
church of England, by whom its iniquitous devices 
are condemned. The extension of the Scriptures, 
in opposition to the corrupt principles of the see of 
Rome, is enough to manifest the imbecility of this 
domineering power, but till it comes to utter de- 
struction, all admonition and experience will be to no 
effect. In addition to its controul of the concerns 
of China, from whence it derives its pecuniary 
ability to carry on its erections in our country, it 
has the audacity and folly to think that the destruc- 
tion' of our church will be sufficient to render its 
designs complete. With this view, it is seeking to 
destroy the settlements of England, both in the 
west and in the east. But of this, I trust, on another 
occasion. 

The ambitious papacy is not the only power 
that meditates the destruction of the church of 
England. Under the reigning principles of the time, 
the existence of this church is by but too many 
people regarded as inimical to the welfare of the 
country at large. This opinion is entertained not 
only by several extended communities of England, 
but by individuals of title, who are using the most 
indefatigable exertions to bring into operation what 
they conceive will be more beneficial to the country. 
This is a consideration of great importance. Though 
no more than a layman of the church of England, 
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deriving from it no pecuniary emolument whatever, 
and earnestly endeavouring in all my undertakings 
to promote the welfare of my country; I find myself 
regarded as an enemy by those who are now com- 
bining for the destruction of her church. As it re- 
spects myself such unjustifiable hostility would be 
unworthy of regard ; but as the principles out of 
which it arises will inevitably involve the interests 
of those by whom they are maintained, I feel it to 
be my duty to point out their error as well as the 
effects which they may reasonably be expected to 
produce. This I hope to do as soon as my pecuni- 
ary circumstances afford me the opportunity. 
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